
Directions 

• Slides 2,4 and 6 will be readings on the 
Geography of Ancient Greece and Religion of 
Ancient Greece. 

• Slides 3,5 and 7 will be the questions you 
need to answer using your readings. 

• Slides 3,5 and 7 need to be turned in by the 
end of class to the Assignment named 
Geography and Religion of Ancient Greece. 

• You are not to put on Headphones 



Geography of Ancient Greece 

The Greek city-states were grouped together at the southern end of a very 
large peninsula, located in southern Europe, that jutted out into the 
Mediterranean Sea. A peninsula is a piece of land surrounded by water on 
three sides. Smaller peninsulas stuck out from the main Greek peninsula, 
forming a great deal of natural coastline and many natural harbors. The 
Greeks could always count on seafood to eat. 
But they needed a source of fresh water to settle down in an area. Greece has 
lots of mountains. They are not huge mountains like the Alps. But they are big 
enough to provide two important things - a source of fresh water, running 
down the mountains in creeks and streams, and a system of natural defense 
barriers. The ancient Greeks found it very difficult to visit some of the other 
city-states over land. The mountains were in the way. An easier route was to 
travel by boat. The Greeks soon became great sailors. 
The Greeks sailed up and down the Mediterranean, looking for new places to 
establish towns. People who were already living in these places were not 
always welcoming. The Egyptians chased the Greeks out. The Greeks were 
able to set up some Greek cities on the coasts of Italy, Africa, and Turkey. 

 



Geography of Ancient Greece 
Questions 

• What is a peninsula? 

 

• Since Greece does not have a main river that 
provides water how were the Greeks able to collect 
water? 

 

•  What were two advantages of having mountains all 
over Greece? 



Farming in Ancient Greece 

Farming in ancient Greece was difficult due to the limited amount of good soil 
and cropland. It is estimated that only twenty percent of the land was usable 
for growing crops. The main crops were barley, grapes, and olives. 
Grain crops, such as barley and wheat, were planted in October and 
harvested in April or May. Olives were harvested November through February. 
Grapes were normally picked in September. 
Barley was the main cereal crop for the ancient Greek farmers. They made 
the barley into porridge or ground it into flour to make bread. Olive oil was 
used for cooking oil or in oil lamps. Grapes were primarily used for wine 
production, although they could be eaten or dried into raisins. The Greeks 
watered down wine, mixing one part wine with two parts water. Drinking 
wine straight was considered barbaric 
Most farms were small with four or five acres of land. Farmers grew enough 
food to support their families and, at times, they grew a small surplus to sell 
at the local market. There were some very large farms run by overseers while 
the owner lived in the city.  



Farming in Ancient Greece Questions 

• Why was farming not easy for Greeks? 

 

 

 

• Name four crops that were grown by the Greeks. 

 

 

 

• Since farming was hard for the Greeks what do you believe the Greeks did 
to get the things they needed? 



Religion of Ancient Greece 

In ancient Greece, the society was based on religion. There are many Greek gods and you may know 
many of them without even realizing it. Most of the planets in our solar system are named after Greek 
gods. For example, Uranus is named after one of two founding gods of the world and was revered by 
the ancient Greeks. 
Religion in ancient Greece was based on belief. And, each even had a god associated with it. That is how 
there were gods of love, war, sea, farming and so on and so forth. The ancient Greeks believed that the 
gods were physically and intellectually similar to the mortals. The ancient Greek gods were presumed to 
have emotions and that is why Greek mythology is filled with tales of revenge, greed, jealousy and wars 
among gods. 
Zeus was the King of Gods and the gods fought and planned for dominance either under Zeus or against 
him. The ancient Greeks believed that their gods resided on Mount Olympus and the gods came into 
power after defeating the Titans, who were gods before the Olympian gods. 
The relationship between the ancient Greeks and their gods was rather complicated. The relationship 
was personal, geographical or general. In personal relationship with gods, a person interacted directly 
with the god. In geographical relationship, a god favored a city or state over another city or state. The 
ancient Greeks believed that the gods decided their fate so with was futile to have freewill or try and 
outwit the gods. This would explain the sacrifices and gifts the people of ancient Greece would offer to 
gods if they sought some form of assistance from them. For instance, a sea voyage was never 
undertaken before making offering to Poseidon, god of sea and ocean. 
As ancient Greece started interacting with other cultures through wars, religion started evolving. 
Religion in ancient Greece was impacted by Islam, Christianity and early Roman belief system which is 
evident even today in Greece. 

 



Religion of Ancient Greece 

• What similarities did the Greek Gods have with humans? 

 

• There were 3 types of relationships the Greeks had with their Gods, name them 
and explain each relationship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• What caused the religion to begin evolving in Ancient Greece? 



The Persian Wars 

• When you are done with The Geography 
of Ancient Greece and Religion of 
Ancient Greece Questions you will 
complete Slides 9,10 and 11 

• Slides 9,10 and 11 will be turned into the 
Assignment called The Persian Wars 








