Directions

Slides 2,4 and 6 will be readings on the
Geography of Ancient Greece and Religion of
Ancient Greece.

Slides 3,5 and 7 will be the questions you
need to answer using your readings.

Slides 3,5 and 7 need to be turned in by the
end of class to the Assignment named
Geography and Religion of Ancient Greece.

You are not to put on Headphones




Geography of Ancient Greece

The Greek city-states were grouped together at the southern end of a very
large peninsula, located in southern Europe, that jutted out into the
Mediterranean Sea. A peninsula is a piece of land surrounded by water on
three sides. Smaller peninsulas stuck out from the main Greek peninsula,
forming a great deal of natural coastline and many natural harbors. The
Greeks could always count on seafood to eat.

But they needed a source of fresh water to settle down in an area. Greece has
lots of mountains. They are not huge mountains like the Alps. But they are big
enough to provide two important things - a source of fresh water, running
down the mountains in creeks and streams, and a system of natural defense
barriers. The ancient Greeks found it very difficult to visit some of the other
city-states over land. The mountains were in the way. An easier route was to
travel by boat. The Greeks soon became great sailors.

The Greeks sailed up and down the Mediterranean, looking for new places to
establish towns. People who were already living in these places were not
always welcoming. The Egyptians chased the Greeks out. The Greeks were
able to set up some Greek cities on the coasts of Italy, Africa, and Turkey.



Geography of Ancient Greece
Questions

 What is a peninsula?

e Since Greece does not have a main river that
provides water how were the Greeks able to collect
water?

 What were two advantages of having mountains all
over Greece?



Farming in Ancient Greece

Farming in ancient Greece was difficult due to the limited amount of good soil
and cropland. It is estimated that only twenty percent of the land was usable
for growing crops. The main crops were barley, grapes, and olives.

Grain crops, such as barley and wheat, were planted in October and
harvested in April or May. Olives were harvested November through February.
Grapes were normally picked in September.

Barley was the main cereal crop for the ancient Greek farmers. They made
the barley into porridge or ground it into flour to make bread. Olive oil was
used for cooking oil or in oil lamps. Grapes were primarily used for wine
production, although they could be eaten or dried into raisins. The Greeks
watered down wine, mixing one part wine with two parts water. Drinking
wine straight was considered barbaric

Most farms were small with four or five acres of land. Farmers grew enough
food to support their families and, at times, they grew a small surplus to sell
at the local market. There were some very large farms run by overseers while
the owner lived in the city.



Farming in Ancient Greece Questions

Why was farming not easy for Greeks?

 Name four crops that were grown by the Greeks.

* Since farming was hard for the Greeks what do you believe the Greeks did
to get the things they needed?



Religion of Ancient Greece

In ancient Greece, the society was based on religion. There are many Greek gods and you may know
many of them without even realizing it. Most of the planets in our solar system are named after Greek
gods. For example, Uranus is named after one of two founding gods of the world and was revered by
the ancient Greeks.

Religion in ancient Greece was based on belief. And, each even had a god associated with it. That is how
there were gods of love, war, sea, farming and so on and so forth. The ancient Greeks believed that the
gods were physically and intellectually similar to the mortals. The ancient Greek gods were presumed to
have emotions and that is why Greek mythology is filled with tales of revenge, greed, jealousy and wars
among gods.

Zeus was the King of Gods and the gods fought and planned for dominance either under Zeus or against
him. The ancient Greeks believed that their gods resided on Mount Olympus and the gods came into
power after defeating the Titans, who were gods before the Olympian gods.

The relationship between the ancient Greeks and their gods was rather complicated. The relationship
was personal, geographical or general. In personal relationship with gods, a person interacted directly
with the god. In geographical relationship, a god favored a city or state over another city or state. The
ancient Greeks believed that the gods decided their fate so with was futile to have freewill or try and
outwit the gods. This would explain the sacrifices and gifts the people of ancient Greece would offer to
gods if they sought some form of assistance from them. For instance, a sea voyage was never
undertaken before making offering to Poseidon, god of sea and ocean.

As ancient Greece started interacting with other cultures through wars, religion started evolving.
Religion in ancient Greece was impacted by Islam, Christianity and early Roman belief system which is
evident even today in Greece.



Religion of Ancient Greece

What similarities did the Greek Gods have with humans?

There were 3 types of relationships the Greeks had with their Gods, name them
and explain each relationship.

What caused the religion to begin evolving in Ancient Greece?



The Persian Wars

* When you are done with The Geography
of Ancient Greece and Religion of
Ancient Greece Questions you will
complete Slides 9,10 and 11

e Slides 9,10 and 11 will be turned into the
Assignment called The Persian Wars



Diree tions: Read Thirowgh The ower wiiew of The Persian War below! Pericodically. youw will be
ashke d gquestions at —efrelh—in™ points. e sure To reread i you need tol Finally . onee finished,
you will compile a news report about the Persian War to please your boss., Berodotbues_

The Fersiam Wars were a defining moment in Greek history. The Athenians. wiho would dominate Greece
cuolturally and politically throvgh the fifth century BCE., regarded the wars against Persia as their greatest
apnd most defining woment.

o o et 1 o e R The Persian Wars began when Athens agreed to come to the aid of the

; - — Greeck-speaking eify-states on the coast of Asia Minor lmodern
Terkey). These city-states were in rebellion against the Persian ewmpire.
Their participation in The insvrrection forned Persian attention to
Athens. Then, in 490 BCE. Parivs the Great lavnched an attack against
the Greek mainlapd. The Afthenian forees were vpder The command of
MiHlades, a general who had previouvs military experience against the
Ferzians. At the Battle of Marathon he vrged the Athenians to attack
imvmediately wiithoot waiting for reinforcement. even thouvgh their
army was opnly a fraction of the size of the Persians. The Battle of
Marathomn is perhaps the single most important battle in ¢reek
history Bad the Athenians lost. Greece would have eventuvally come

A wtorme depriotion of Doerdas

:hgﬂwm;:: rufdrﬁ' u:;&_uiau vider the comtrol of the Persians, and all the svbsegquent colfuvre and
w.n.::‘Fm irx ﬂ.:fm. BCE. aceomplishwments of the Greeks may have been lost to posterity

ARE YOU FOLLOWING THE STORY SO FARY
LY What did the Ereeks sall their greatest apd wost defiping womaent?

2. What cavsed the Persian Wars to begin?

21 Why is The Battle of Marathom knowm as the single vost iaportant battle in Breek history?

COoOMTINUE YOUR QOWEST ON THE MNEXT PAGSGE. . -




The Parzsians did not attack Breece again for tem yvears, but when Parive’s son Xerxes (ZUEK-scaz) became
king, the Persians l[avnched another expedition against Athens. This fime they were determined to vse
overwhelming foree! ln 481 BCE.. Xerxes gathered together an army of zeveral hundred thovzand apd a
pavy of six hupdred ships. He demanded that the Eresk city-states submit to hiv withovt resistance, and
muapy did, including Thebes. The Athenians and Spartans. howewver, insvited the Persiansz and vowead
resistance fo the end. Fortunately for all of Grezee. the Athenian politician Themistoeles had foresean
trouvble many yvears ahead of time and had convineced the Athenians to begin a navy-building project.
EBezcause of him, Athens had a pavy of over two hvndrad ships by the time of the areat Persian invasion.

ARE YOU STILL WITH ME?

4.) What can you infer abowt the relationship between Farivs and Grezee after the Battle of barathon?

51 Pased on this short selection of text, how waould you deseribe Parivs’ som Xerxes 7

6.) Wiy might Themistoeles be considered aope of the wost important figures in Grezsk history?

While Xerxes gathered his army, the 21 Greek city states that had decided to resist the Persians were
vhiting vader the leadership of Sparta. Many of the smaller cities had already concedad defeat and
refused to send armies! The first great batile of the uvnited Greecks against Xerxes army was at
Thermopylag (THEEM -ah-FOE-leg) a marrow pass to the morth of Thessaly. I+ was there that the
Spartan King Leonidas, with 200 Spartans. held ouvt for three days against the entire Fersiapn armoye
After a lopsided battle in which thovsands of Persians were slavghtered. the resolute Spartans were
eventuvally surrovnded and slavghtered, and Xerxes army passed vnhopposzed to Athans.

STILL HERE??

) What reasopns can you think of as to why some of the smaller Greek city-states already had copceded defeat =T

8.1 Which of The following words wost nearly veeans “resolute™?

Al wealk b.§ determined e.) rplaw ol d.) eowardly




#A.s soon as The Pattle of Thermopylae was lost, the Greek fleet worked full-time fo evacvate Athens apd
its surrovnding commuonities to nearby islands. Most Athenians were stationed on the island of Salawis.
If was here (affer mch debate) where the decision was waade to give battle to the Persians at omce. The
famouvs naval Battle of Salamis ensved, during which the Ereek fleet won a dramatic and decisive vietory
owver the wmuch larger Persian navy. The Persian fleet was destroyed, and Xerxes retvrned to Persia, leaving
Mardonivs (Xerxes' brofther-in-law in eharge of the conguered regiomn.

Mozt of the citizens in Athens retired to the Peloponnesian

Feninsvia (the Pelopomnesws), which the Spartans had fortified in =—
awticipation of a Fersian attack. I was not vatil the following
spring that Spartan leadership realized the Persians had no
intention of meeting them at their fortified location, and that in
order 1o drive the Persians from Greek soil. they would hawve 1o
mezet them in open battle. After considerable hesitation apd delay,
a terrific battle was fought at Flataeca. Here, the Persians were

Salamis 0 O Athens
GREECE

defeated to end the Persian War:

CHECK-IN TIME!

9.) The battle that destroys the Persian mavy is known as the Battle of
a.) Marathon b.) Thermopylas e.) Plataea d.} Salamis

100 The battle that ends the Fersiapn War is kpwown as the Battleof _____
a.) Marathon b.) Thermopylas o.) Flataga d.} Salamis

The Perzian War was remarkable nwot only for its ferociovs batfles. which showeased the svperiority of
Greek military methods, bot also becavse the fractiovs Greeks were able o drop their strong divizions
and vpite behind a single cavse. Owne popular cuteome of the Fersian War was the introdevction of a new
military method kmown as the éreek phalanx. The phalanx is a rectangular military formation composed
entirely of heavy infantry armed with heavy spears apd pikes. This tactic allowed the vwit fo weowve
together while atill being heawvily protected.

& second wmajor resuvlt of the Perzian War was the creation of the Pelian League. This was an alliance of
Greek cifty-states led by Athens. to profeet Greeece from another Fersian attack in the futere. League
members donated funds to pay for a navy that protected all of Greece. This league, however would lead
1o Afthens abusing its power and vsing the navy primarily for its ovwn purposes.

Lastly, the defeat of the Fersian Ewmpire allowed Greek evHore o comtinve to thrive and spread
throvghout the world. Had the Persians won at Flatea, the history of the ancient Greeks would pot be
what it is foday. Too, the history of Evrope would be far different from what we know foday!




