
 

1. Read each quote below. 
2. Determine what the author is saying and record that in the middle column. 
3. Then, decide how that contributes to your understanding of “for the common good”. Record this in the column 

to the right. 

Quote 
Summarize it’s meaning in your 

own words 

How does this contribute to an 
understanding of “for the 

common good”? 

“A nation is formed by the willingness 
of us to share in the responsibility for 
upholding the common good.” 
-Barbara Jordan 

  

“There is no higher religion than 
human service. To work for the 
common good is the greatest creed.” 
- Woodrow Wilson 
 

  

“The end of law is not to abolish or 
restrain, but to preserve and enlarge 
freedom… where there is no law, 
there is no freedom.” 
-John Locke 

  

“Let us never forget that government 
is ourselves and not an alien power 
over us. The ultimate rulers of our 
democracy are not a President and 
senators and congressmen and 
government officials, but the voters of 
this country.” 
-Franklin D. Roosevelt 

  

“Government is instituted for the 
common good; for the protection, 
safety, prosperity and happiness of 
the people; and not for the profit, 
honor, or private interest of any one 
man, family, or class of men.” 
-John Adams 

  

 

 


